Detection of autoimmune response to rabbit epididymal and seminal spermatozoa.
Conventional and anaphylactic autoantibodies to rabbit epididymal and seminal spermatozoa were detected in sera of rabbits autoimmunized by several procedures. Antibodies against epididymal spermatozoa were found in 85% of rabbits showing lesions of varying degrees in testes. When the comparison was made with antibodies to antigens of spermatozoa from semen, the correlation was markedly lower. The data prove the importance of a proper selection of the antigenic material when looking for antibodies to spermatozoa in studies of autoimmunity and fertility.